CHAPTER VI.

THE   KING    GOES  TO    MASS  AND   liXTEIOS   PARIS.
1592-1595.

HE great hopes founded by Henry on
the powerful array which had been
so painfully collected, were baffled.
Rouen and Paris had been snatched
from his grasp. Vet it is not true that
after a struggle of two years, after
heroic exertions and brilliant victories, the King was
in no better position than before Ivry,

Frenchmen had at least learnt to know what
manner of man it was who claimed their allegiance
as the legitimate heir of St. Lewis. His gay and
chivalrous valour, his jovial wit, his genial affability,
which., free from all condescension, rather raised those
to whom it was shown than lowered him who showed
it, his marvellous placability, his humanity, his ready
sympathy, nay his very vices recommended him to
his countrymen. Even the most credulous must
have smiled when they heard Henry of Bourbon
inveighed against from the pulpit, as a merciless and
fanatical tyrant!
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